
New Statesman and Society, an effort which has constituted a
serious attack on freedom of the press; and be it further

RESOLVED, that PLG/SRRT supports the New Statesman and
Society Defence Fund set up to pay legal fees and the indemnities
on damages won by Major and his co-litigant Clare Latimer, and
which is fighting to change the British libel laws so that the
threat of lawsuits is not used to squelch the free press and
stamp out what little dissidence and diversity there is in the
media; and be it further

RESOLVED, that PLG/SRRT opposes reported British library
censorship of the January 29, 1993 issue of New Statesman and
Society even if done in anticipation of possible legal action; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that PLG/SRRT calls on the ALA membership,
Council and appropriate committees to join with us in endorsing
the above resolution and in expressing solidarity with New
Statesman and Society, on this their eightieth anniversary, in their
campaign to protect the rights to free press and dissent.

Passed by Progressive Librarians Guild and ALA Social Responsibilities
Round Table and tabled by ALA Council during ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, june/july 1993.
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MANIFESTO OF AVANT-GARDE LIBRARIANSHIP

1.
Shake in your shoes bureaucrats! The time has come for a real
ization of the theory-death of the librarian, embodied in the rev
olutionary struggle for liberation from this odious society.

2.
The weapons of contestation at our disposal have so far been
exposed as inadequate. We must forge new tools from extreme
sources.

3.
The revolutionary theory developed by the various avant-garde
tendencies of this century has had no influence within our mis
erable milieu. We must resuscitate ourselves before we die of
boredom.

4.
The poverty of library theory is everywhere apparent. Are we to
be just another branch of the bureaucratic management of cof
fee-table knowledge? Are we the soft police of social conscious
ness?

5.
As usual it has been left to those outside our so called "profes
sion" to open our eyes. Our rationales are fragmenting on the
road to ruin. What should we do? Celebrate!

6.
The librarian is the narrator of a story that has lost its authority,
the complacent host of a canon now exploded.

7.
The classifications we invented now reinvent us daily, we are
losing control as control leads us, inevitably, to more control.
Our rules have been turned upon us and we have been sen
tenced to an eternity of silence.
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8.
Paradigmatic shifts in the fields of knowledge and information
have left us with little to call our own. We are seduced and
abandoned in a sea of data with no shore.

9.
The media image of the librarian is a travesty. The real situation
is ten times worse. We must exorcise those who wish to see
more of the shame as we leave the 20th century.

10.
We must recruit those who have no investment in things as they
are, the future will be for those who will create change without
loving it; those who perceive the joy of creation behind every
destruction.

11.
In the field of the cultural we live in a lie of autonomy.
Publishing is an area as sullied as any other in a world dictated
by the commodity and exchange-yalue. The file of information is
a commodity like anything else, a can of beans on the supermar
ket/library shelf. The library is now a shopping mall full of bor
ing, aimless academics.

12.
We must determine new relationships for ourselves in order to
give the greatest gift of all, the gift of liberation from the past for
a new situation really worth living.

Movement for an Avant-garde Librarianship, London, 23/1/93
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READER'S FORUM

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
NEEDS APROGRESSIVE AGENDA

by David Williams
Library Cutbacks

How effectively does ALA represent the interests of
libraries, librarians, and the publics we are supposed to
se~ve? As stat.e aD:d local gov~rnments are wracked by fiscal
crises, essential library services - whether public, school
related, or research - continue to be slashed across the U.S.,
~long with other vital human services. Aside from engaging
In some polite forms of "pin-stripe lobbying", where is our
professional association when local librarians and communi
ties attempt to mobilize against catastrophic budget cuts?
When the Chicago Public Library Advocates - a broad coali
tion of citizens groups and community-based organizations 
began. to mobilize against severe city library budget cuts
early In 1993, ALNs Executive Director didn't even bother to
ackn~wledge an appeal by this coalition for ALA support in
the ~Ity .of our profe~sional. association's headquarters! Is
ALA s fall.ure to effe~tl~ely fight such cuts that surprising in
a pr?f~ssIo~al as.soclatl~n dominated by the same kind of
administrative elites WhICh govern other American institu
tions - eSJ?ecially the kind who take their cues from the big
c?rporate Int~rests responsible for dismantling human ser
VIces and SOCIal programs? Is it also not surprising, there
f?re, that there is no serious ALA effort to position the
IIbra;y as a ke~ ~nstitution within a broader progressive eco
nomic and political agenda at the local, state, and national
level, through grassroots coalition-building against the elites?
I~stea.d, beneath alot of ALA "feel-good" sloganeering about
Iibraries, do we not find a tacit complicity with the fiscal
constrai~t.s and i.nstitutional agendas of the dominant corpo
rate-.~oIItI~al el~tes, .and hence an inability to effectively
mobilize either Iibrarians or publics at the grassroots?
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