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THE MEDIA CHARTER OF
THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

1. At the core of democracy lies the recognition of the right of
all citizens to take part in society's decision-making process.
This requires that individuals are armed with the necessary
information and have access to contesting options to make
informed choices. An ignorant society cannot be democratic.
2. South Africa has been a closed society, with a myriad of
restrictions on the flow of information. In addition to legislation,
the structure of ownership of media resources, skills, language
policy and social deprivation has undermined access toinforma
tion for the majority of the population.
3. Democracy cannot emerge and flo~rish without a ~emocrat~c
media. However declaration of media freedoms on Its own IS

not enough. It h~s to be underpinned by an equitable dist~ibu
tion of media resources development programmes and a dehber
ate effort to engender the culture of open debate. In our society,
this also implies a measure of affirmative action to r~dress the
injustices of apartheid. We therefore declare the following:

I. Basic rights and freedoms
1. All the people shall have the right to freely publish, broadcast
and otherwise disseminate information and opinion, and shall
have the right of free access to information and opinion.

2. All institutional and legislative measures which restrict the
free flow of information or which impose censorship over the
media and other information agencies shall be prohibited.

3. All people shall have the right of access to information held or
collected by the state or other socia.l i~stitutions. subje~t to any
limitations provided for in the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

II. Democratisation of the media
1. The forms and methods of the media shall take account of the diver
sity of communities in respect of geography, language and interests.
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2. Measures shall be taken to ensure that all communities have access
to the technical means for the receipt and dissemination of informa
tion including electricity, teleconununications and other facilities.

3. All communities shall have access to the skills required to receive and
disseminate information, including the skills of reading andwriting.

4. Diversity of ownership of media production and distribution
facilities shall be ensured.

5. Affirmative action shall be implemented to provide financial,
technical and other resources to those sectors of society
deprived of such means.

III. Public media
1. Media resources in the hands of the state shall be used to pro
mote and strengthen democracy.
2. The state shall maintain a public broadcasting service which
shall serve society as a whole and give a voice to all sectors of the
population.

3. Such a public broadcasting service shall be independent of
the ruling party and shall be governed by structures representa
tive of all sectors of society.

IV. Media-workers and society
1. Society and the state shall strive to create the necessary
environment in which the gathering, processing and dis
semination of information can be conducted without
restrictions.

2. Media-workers shall be protected against intimidation and
other forms of pressure which inhibit their work.

3. Media-workers shall be protected by law from disclosing their
sources of information.

4. Media-workers shall have the right to form or join trade
union, political and other organisations of their choice, and they
shall enjoy the rights accorded to all other workers.

5. The media shall strive to interact with society as a whole; and
organisations, institutions and citizens shall have the right

6. The citizen's right to privacy and any other freedoms
entrenched in the Bill of Rights shall not be violated on account
of free flow of information.
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v. Education and training
1. The state and media institutions shall provide facilities for the
training and upgrading of media-workers.
2. In the provision of skills, account shall be taken of the need
for affirmative action in favour of those who, because of racial,
gender and other discriminatory practices, are disadvantaged.

3. Training programmes shall include mechanisms aimed at empow
ering communities in their endevours to publish and broadcast.

4. As part of civic education programmes, the state and media
institutions shall strive to inform citizens about their media
rights and those of media-workers.

VI. Promotional mechanisms
1. In order to promote and monitor the realisation of these free
doms independent structures shall be set up for defined sectors
of the media.
2. These structures shall be representative of media-workers,
workers, political parties, civil society, relevant experts and others.

3. Where codes of conduct are necessary to ensure the imple
mentation of the above principles, these shall be drawn up in a
democratic process involving the various media role players.

4. An ombudsperson shall be appointed to receive and act on com
plaints relating to the infringement of the above principles; and such
an appointment shall also take place through a democratic process.

5. Society shall have the right to challenge decisions of all these
structures and persons in a court of law.
Recognising the centrality of these media principles to a democ
ratic process and recognising the need for a democratic environ
ment for these principles to be fully realised, we pledge to join
hands in the effort to create a society in which the free flow of
information and open debate are guaranteed, a society which is
at peace with itself.

From: Media Development, vol. 39, no.2, 1992, United Kingdom,
p.41.
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RESOLUTION ON NEW STATESMAN AND SOCIETY DEFENSE

WHEREAS, the British socialist journal New Statesman and
~ocietJ! (NS~), prese~tly celebrating its eightieth year of publica
tion SInce ItS founding by G. B. Shaw and Sidney and Beatrice
Webb and today one of the most internationally esteemed jour
na~s of L.e~t opinion an~ analysis, has been sued for libel by
Prime MInister John Major and Ms. Clare Latimer in a action
~hose se~tlement threatens the continued existence of the maga
zme and IS an attack on freedom of information; and

yvHEREAS, th7offending article was a report in the January 29
Iss~e ?n the ';'I~espre~dmedia rumor campaign concerning Mr.
Major S association WIth a woman alleged to be his "mistress" a
campaign which the NSS, by openly discussing the assorted alle
gations in some detail and "naming names", showed to be
unfounded; and

WHEREA.S, Major and Latimer pursued their campaign against
NSS despite the fact that the article unambiguously states the
ru~ors are unfounded and false, and despite the fact that the
editors, thr?ugh their solicitors, issued a letter of regret for any
personal distress caused by the publication of the article and
agreed to, if necessary, help vindicate Major's and Latimer's rep
utations; and

WHEREA~, ~h; Prime. M~nister and Ms. Latimer, taking advan
tag~ of B~Itain s archaic libel Iaws, had the issue containing the
a~tlcle WIthdrawn from circulation and sued the printers, dis
tributors and wholesalers of the magazine, who are indemnified
against this kind of action by NSS, for over 150,000 pounds; and

WHEREAS, British libraries also are under apparent threat of
legal action for the display of the January 29 issue, a threat
under which many are acceding to censorship; and

WHEREAS, the attack on NSS is aimed at the radical press as a
whole and is, while legal, an unconscionable assault on free
access to information, opinion and argument; therefore be it

RESOLVED, that PLG/SRRT condemns British Prime Minister
John Major for pursuing a libel suit against the radical magazine
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